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Comment No. 1  Issue Code: 16
Comment noted.

Comment No. 2  Issue Code: 06
Comment noted.  Heavy metal emissions from the proposed project are
identified in Chapter 5, Table 5.7-2, of the EIS.  These emissions
would average 4.68 metric tons (5.16 tons) per year.  The estimated
maximum lifetime cancer risks associated with exposure to these
emissions from the proposed project are presented in Table 5.7-4.  As
noted in the EIS, the proposed project would produce about 1.45
million metric tons (1.6 million tons) of greenhouse gas emissions per
year (mostly carbon dioxide).  This would be about 25 percent less than
the amount produced by a comparable natural gas fueled power plant.
Additional discussion of metal deposition issues has been added to
Chapter 5,  Section 5.7.4, for the Final EIS.

Comment No. 3  Issue Code: 11
Incremental ambient air quality impacts from the proposed project
would be a very small fraction of the relevant federal and state ambient
air quality standards (less than 1 percent for gaseous pollutants such as
nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, and carbon monoxide and less than 4
percent of the federal 24-hour PM10 standard). Total heavy metal
deposition in areas downwind of the project would be much less than
1.1 kilogram per hectare (1 pound per acre) accumulated over 20 years.
The maximum air pollutant increase associated with emissions from
the proposed project would have no significant short- or long-term air
quality impacts and the health risks are expected to be minor.
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Comment No. 4  Issue Code: 16
Because of DOE’s limited role of providing cost-shared funding for the
proposed Kentucky Pioneer IGCC Demonstration Project, alternative
sites were not considered.  KPE selected the existing J.K. Smith Site
because the costs would be much higher and the environmental impacts
would likely be greater if an undisturbed area was chosen.  Also, the
relatively small amounts and generally widely dispersed nature of
MSW in Kentucky does not economically support exclusive utilization
of Kentucky-generated MSW to produce RDF supplies, which makes
it necessary to import RDF.  Importing RDF from a densely populated
metropolitan area is more economically viable in order to supply the
necessary amount of RDF required to operate the plant.

Comment No. 5  Issue Code: 22
Comment noted.

Comment No. 6  Issue Code: 04
Comment noted.  Impacts to the aesthetic and scenic environment of
the project area are presented in Section 5.5, Aesthetic and Scenic
Resources, of the EIS.

Comment No. 7  Issue Code: 07
The cumulative effects of withdrawals from the Kentucky River by
power plants have been discussed by the Kentucky Natural Resources
and Environmental Protection Cabinet in their cumulative assessment
report (KNREPC 2001) addressed in Section 5.14, Cumulative
Impacts, of the EIS.  The report acknowledges that because many of
Kentucky’s power plants are exempt from water withdrawal
requirements, the Cabinet does not have an accurate inventory of the
volume of water being removed each day by the existing power plants.
However, the Cabinet is able to limit withdrawals from permitted
sources during periods of abnormally low flow.  Although the proposed
plant would not be a permitted withdrawal source, KPE has stated that
they would cease water withdrawals if requested to by the state.
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Comment No. 8  Issue Code: 21
NEPA requires that one public hearing be held during the public
comment period.  Based on public input during the scoping period,
DOE decided to hold two public hearings during the public comment
period, one in Lexington and another in Trapp, Kentucky.  The meeting
in Lexington was included as a result of the public input.  All
requirements in state and federal laws, rules, and regulations regarding
public hearings were satisfied and surpassed.  DOE will consider all
public comments before issuing the ROD.  The ROD will be issued no
sooner than 30 days after the Final EIS is distributed and a notice of its
availability is issued.


